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THE PONY EXPRESS CELEBRATES 150TH BIRTHDAY in 2010 AND NEVADA’S ROUTE REMAINS AN ACTIVE SCENIC WONDER 

America’s Loneliest Road, Hwy 50, Parallels Nevada’s Pony Express Trail with Rich Cultural Heritage, Untouched Nature and Adventure 
(Pony Express Territory, NV) – 150 years ago, dozens of brave Pony Express riders delivered mail between Sacramento, California and St. Joseph, Missouri.  And, Pony Express riders once galloped along the road which is now Highway 50 connecting the towns of Dayton, Fallon, Fernley, Austin, Eureka, and Ely, in the Nevada Pony Express Territory. 1,840 miles of wilderness was crossed, including a section of high mountain desert in Nevada which today, this stretch of Nevada has been designated "Pony Express Territory" http://www.ponyexpressnevada.com/
Remnants of the Pony Express Route are visible for much of the way along U.S. 50 from Dayton to Ely  stretching the width of Nevada through snow-mantled mountains that reach summits of more than 11,000 feet. Full of cultural heritage and grand scenery, travelers can also find action-packed adventure options. 

“Families looking for unique, educational ideas will be well rewarded,” stated Rick Gray, Pony Express Territory spokesperson. “You travel for periods along the highway in an almost surrealistic intensity of the wild western landscape only to arrive at a friendly historic community to explore…full of discovery and adventure,” he continued.
Novelist Stephen King wrote a horror book called ‘Desperation’ about people traveling along this desolate highway but there are many things to do along the Loneliest Road that are not scary. Travelers can engage in off road adventures, hiking, mountain biking plus visit ghost towns, historical cemeteries and elk viewing areas. Historical markers point out significant sites located along the Loneliest Road where camping and picnicking places are prevalent.
The magnificent Great Basin National Park is a short distance off Highway 50 with several sites listed in the National Registry of Historic Places http://www.greatbasinheritage.org/

Winding through the high mountain desert blanketed with sagebrush, many species of flora can be identified and there are bands of sheep with their herders and sheepdogs spotted along the Loneliest Road. Wild horses can also be seen across the plain as deer doze in the shade of pinion pine trees and other wildlife such as birds of prey are in-action. 

Turning 150 years old in 2010, The Pony Express covered a distance of 1,840 miles and it took Pony Express riders ten days, which was half the time the stagecoach required for the same journey. By keeping the east connected with the west, the Pony Express held the nation together from April 1860 to October 1861 when the young Pony Express riders charged across the country on the fastest horses available. 
http://ponyexpressnevada.com/ponyexpress_loneliest_road.html
When Life Magazine designated the Nevada State Highway 50 "The Loneliest Road", Nevada tourism officials pointed out that although Highway 50 did not have traditional tourism, there were plenty of authentic aspects that were also free to tourists. Full of cultural heritage, visitors to the area can earn a certificate proclaiming ‘you survived Highway 50’ by collecting validations from businesses in towns along the route, a tongue-in-cheek marketing campaign launched by the Nevada Commission on Tourism. 
Friendly historic towns await every visitor with unique tours, boutique shopping, dining and plenty of action-filled activities with Pony Express Trail markers along the way. Start in Dayton, a short drive from Carson City, where Nevada's first gold was discovered in 1849. The 1865 stone Schoolhouse Museum is open weekly and the 1875 firehouse and jail have been recently restored. Old Town features historic buildings such as Wells Fargo and the Pony Express Way Station. In 1950, Misfits with Marilyn Monroe was filmed in Dayton and the Dayton State Park has nature hiking trails and camp sites.

Continue to the second town along Nevada’s Pony Express Territory to Fernley, home to shooting championships, raceways and the gateway to Black Rock. Travelers can head out on a half-hour drive to the strikingly beautiful Pyramid Lake with its fishing and water-action and museum on the Paiute Reservation. 

Next is the community of Fallon with its full-service offerings and a multitude of outdoor adventure. Water ski, boat and camp on the reservoir Lake Lahontan and tour the ruins of Fort Churchill, an1860s-era U.S. Army base built to protect settlers. In spring and fall seasons, watch thousands of migratory birds stop at the Stillwater Wildlife Refuge within the internationally recognized Lahontan Valley Wetlands. Continue along Hwy 50 east of Fallon to Sand Mountain, a single enormous sand dune with camping and a destination for ATVers and sandboarders. Grimes Point reveals petroglyphs by ancient people who lived on ancient Lake Lahontan. 

Heading east along Hwy 50 towards Austin, be sure to look for wild horses especially if it’s in the morning. When you arrive in Austin, you’ll see the historic graveyard on your right and look straight up to see the historic Stokes Castle. Once a once-bustling mining town, there are 11 buildings on the historical register including three architectural church wonders. In addition to a wide network of mountain bike trails for all abilities, visitors can head to Kingston for fly-fishing plus explore petroglyphs at nearby Toquima and Hickison caves. Austin is known for its friendly town atmosphere, turquoise jewelry and dining at the Toiyabe Café.  

The fifth town along Hwy 50 in Nevada’s Pony Express Territory is Eureka with a walking-tour of restored buildings including the 1879 courthouse still used by county government and its historic art gallery and the Eureka Sentinel Museum. Check the performance calendar for the authentic restored Eureka Opera House and its Cultural Arts Center, a wonderfully unique place for meeting groups and family reunions.  The Owl Café is a delicious stop and a trip through Raines Market is worthwhile. 

If you travel at night across the Pony Express Territory, the starry vast skies will accompany. Sixth on the trail is Ely where visitors are charmed by the Ely Renaissance Society murals celebrating the town’s history. A main attraction is the real steam train at the Nevada Northern Railway where people can actually operate a historic train. The 1929 Ely Hotel allows pets for a $10 and is a museum in itself with its celebrity reputation and showers that fluctuate from hot to cold without warning due to the age of the Hotel. Ely is 350 miles east of Reno and 240 miles north of Las Vegas. Look to your right going east from Ely towards Great Basin National park and note the Ward Charcoal Ovens in this historic State park.
The magnificent Great Basin National Park is a short distance off Highway 50 east of Ely with several sites listed in the National Registry of Historic Places http://www.greatbasinheritage.org/ Explorers can hike Wheeler Peak, the second highest in the state and tour the rare Lehman Caves. Extensive backpacking or short walks to Lakes and Bristlecone pine forests await. The friendly bi-state Border Inn is known for some of the best fish tacos and local brew and welcomes visitors with slots in Nevada and a motel room in Utah. The Loneliest Road doesn’t seem so lonely by the time you’ve reached the Nevada/Utah state line. 

The Loneliest Road doesn’t seem so lonely by the time you’ve reached the Nevada/Utah state line. “Deep blue skies and jagged stone tower above the bone white desert floor making this part of Highway 50 one of the most beautiful and interesting drives you’ll ever take,” Gray continued.
The Pony Express Territory consists of the friendly communities of Dayton, Fallon, Fernley, Austin, Eureka, and Ely. For lodging information, visit the towns at http://ponyexpressnevada.com/ponyexpress_towns.html or call 1-888-359-9449. For photography, video and interviews, contact Rick Gray, President, Pony Express Territory at falntour@phonewave.net or (775)-427-6386.
The Pony Express Territory welcomes the media to its new online press room with exclusive high res photography and fresh story ideas: http://ponyexpressnevada.com/pony-express-media-room.html 

###

Nevada's Pony Express Territory:

Set on 17 million acres of wide open space, Nevada’s Pony Express Territory reveals rugged beauty, rich history, undisturbed nature and black night skies. As the Pony Express celebrates its 150th year, the spectacular Nevada territory is where the Pony Express Trail is connected by Highway 50 now coined "The Loneliest Road in America." Pony Express riders once galloped along this road where now the friendly towns of Dayton, Fallon, Fernley, Austin, Eureka, and Ely welcome visitors. Discover unique charm, ample dining, historic lodging, boutique shopping and Nevada-style gaming. Explore ghost towns, old mines, rock art sites and nature preserves for Old West adventure. There are no waiting lines in Pony Express Territory. Visit www.ponyexpressnevada.com or call 1-888-359-9449.
