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GREAT BASIN NATIONAL PARK – NEVADA’S DIVERSE HIGH DESERT LIFE IS FULL OF EXPLORATION AND NEW FOUND HISTORY
Underground Caves, Ancient Bristlecone Pines, Wide Open Spaces, Dark Night Skies filled with Stars and a Glacier Make this Cultural Heritage a Year-Round Adventure  
(Pony Express Territory, White Pine County, NV) – In 1986 when President Ronald Reagan signed the Great Basin National Park Act allocating the 77,109 -acres to the Great Basin National Park in Nevada, he might not have had the opportunity to experience all the wonder of the area. The Park is dedicated to the ecology and natural history of the Great Basin region which has eight ecosystems from the sagebrush desert zone to the treeless alpine zone. There are seven of the eight ecosystems within the Park boundaries. In addition to Lehman Caves National Monument, there is a forest of ancient bristlecone pine and a glacier on the north slope of Wheeler Peak http://www.greatbasinheritage.org/
“Go to any dictionary with pictures and beside the phrase “old west” you’ll find a likeness of Great Basin National Park,” said Park Superintendent, Andy Ferguson.  “There’s a sense of beauty and peace offered by un-crowded mountain trails, dark night skies and cold mountain streams in the high desert,” he continued.  

Visitors can take a scenic 11-mile Wheeler Peak drive June through September where they will leave the sagebrush and pinion/juniper covered foothills at 7,000 feet, travel upward through forests of mountain mahogany and spruce, and end up in spectacular aspen, fir and ponderosa pine at 10,000 feet. The winding road affords beautiful views of Snake Valley below and the Mt. Moriah Wilderness Area to the north. The road ends at the Wheeler Peak Campground where hiking trails begin going to the bristle cones, two alpine lakes, or all the way to the summit of 13,063-ft. Mt. Wheeler.

There is a permanent ice field on Wheeler Peak which was borne by glaciers and sandstone.

Wheeler Peak (also called Mt. Wheeler) is Nevada’s second tallest mountain and is named for Lt. George Wheeler, leader of an 1869 government survey expedition. The Duckwater Shoshone are one of several American Indian tribes that call Great Basin their home. These local Shoshone Indians referred to Mt. Wheeler as “Pe-up” or “Biap” (pronounced bee-epp meaning Big or The Great One). Several early explorers documented finding the glacier and bristlecone pines (then called foxtail pine) as well as several alpine lakes. John Muir travelled across Nevada in 1878 and climbed Mt. Wheeler. In 1881, H. Joseph Davis of the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey began the work of setting up a heliotrope station on top of Mt. Wheeler using sunlight flashes to correct elevations and distances on the earth’s curved surface. 

In 1922 President Warren G. Harding issued presidential proclamation establishing a one-mile square area around the entrance to the caves as Lehman Caves National Monument. Lehman Caves is one of the most richly decorated limestone caves in the United States. Arrange to tour the Caves at the Visitor Center. Underground streams carved the caves over millions of years. The water dissolved the natural limestone rock and the liquefied calcium carbonate slowly precipitated into forms such as stalactites, stalagmites, helectites, shields, and many other unusual shapes. Tours are available to the public and according to guide Maci Macpherson, “the cave formations grow one inch every one hundred years one drip of water at a time”. The heartbeat of the Cave can also be heard by visitors.

There are new discoveries occurring in other park caves including small creatures called amphipods and springtails which have not been found any where else. In addition, millipedes, antipodes, pseudo scorpions, crickets and spiders live in the caves. A variety of wild animals are seen in the Park including Mt. Lions, Bald and Golden Eagles, Elk, Big Horn Sheep, Deer, Antelope, Pigmy, Cottontail and Jack rabbits, and Bear.
For the serious explorers, the Lexington Arch is worth a trip and involves driving and hiking starting with a 10 minute drive from Baker on a paved road and then 10 additional miles on a rough road taking almost an hour (a high clearance vehicle is recommended).  The Lexington Arch requires a 3.4 mile hike which is fairly strenuous taking about 1.5 hours. 

Colorful and interactive exhibits at the Great Basin Visitor Center help to orient visitors to the entire region and showcase the diversity of natural and cultural resources. The Center is located 1/4 mile north of Baker, Nevada on Hwy 487.

The park is open year-round and there is no fee for park entrance (fees are charged for campgrounds, sewage station and tours of Lehman Caves). Great Basin National Park lies within an area designated by Congress as the Great Basin National Heritage Area in recognition of its contribution in making up the unique fabric of our country.

For visitors planning a trip along the Great Basin National Heritage Route, there are other recommended stops in White Pine County, NV based on the historic significance or recreation opportunity and accessibility. Visit: http://www.greatbasinheritage.org/great-basin-must-sees.html. For Park information, please visit:  www.greatbasinheritage.org
At the end of the day, head to the Border Inn, open year round, for lodging and for local brew and fish tacos. Located 8 miles northeast of Baker, on US Hwy 6&50 (state line); Gas, diesel, ATM, motel, restaurant, bar, slots, pool table, video games, showers, dump station, phones, laundry, and souvenirs. Convenience store with ice. Offers 22 RV campsites. Call (775) 234-7300.
The Pony Express Territory welcomes the media to its new online press room http://ponyexpressnevada.com/pony-express-media-room.html with exclusive high res photography and fresh story ideas. We’re available to help you tour, customize your story, and more. 

###
Nevada's Pony Express Territory:

Set on 17 million acres of wide open space, Nevada’s Pony Express Territory reveals rugged beauty, rich history, undisturbed nature and black night skies. As the Pony Express celebrates its 150th year, the spectacular Nevada territory is where the Pony Express Trail is connected by Highway 50 now coined "The Loneliest Road in America." Pony Express riders once galloped along this road where now the friendly towns of Dayton, Fallon, Fernley, Austin, Eureka, and Ely welcome visitors. Discover unique charm, ample dining, historic lodging, boutique shopping and Nevada-style gaming. Explore ghost towns, old mines, rock art sites and nature preserves for Old West adventure. There are no waiting lines in Pony Express Territory. Visit www.ponyexpressnevada.com or call 1-888-359-9449.
The Great Basin National Heritage Area Partnership: 

A grass roots organization incorporated as a non-profit 501(c)3 organization in the States of Nevada and Utah. It is designated as the local coordinating body for the Great Basin National Heritage Area. It works toward preserving the heritage of that central area of the Great Basin which includes Millard County, Utah; White Pine County, Nevada; the Duckwater Shoshone Reservation; the Ely Shoshone Tribe; the Goshute Indian Reservation; and the Kanosh Indian Reservation. Please visit: www.greatbasinheritage.org
