[image: image1.png]PONY EXPRESS

TERRITORY
N e v a d a





For Immediate Release



Contacts: Rick Gray, President, Pony Express Territory








falntour@phonewave.net (775)-217-5990







Wally Cuchine, Eureka Opera House 

wcuchine@eurekanv.org (775)-237-6006
CULTURAL HERITAGE AND HISTORIC ELEGANCE AT NEVADA’S NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED EUREKA OPERA HOUSE

Timeless Community Gathering Place Features Cultural Arts Center, Original Silent Movie Projectors, Grand Hall Auditorium, Fine Arts Gallery, Cultural Events and State-of-the-Art Meeting Facilities

(Pony Express Territory, Eureka, NV) – When the Eureka Opera House first opened its doors for a New Years Eve Costume Ball in 1880, the people of the mining town didn’t know this was the start of a legacy and one that would continue to enrich the lives of people for decades to come.  The Eureka Opera house, located 240 east of Reno, is a rich legacy of historic elegance, culture and social gatherings which lives on today http://www.co.eureka.nv.us/opera/opera01.htm 
The plays, masquerade balls, dances, operas of the 1800s were joined by the introduction of movies in 1915, and the Opera House was renamed the Eureka Theater in the 1920’s. First, silent movies took the screen followed by ‘talkies’ until the last movies were shown at the Opera House in the late 1950s. 
The official grand opening of the Eureka Opera House in January 1881 featured the drama, ‘Forget Me Not’ and in 1923, the original Oleo curtain on the stage was destroyed by fire and was then replaced with the curtain with advertisements from local businesses from 1924. The last movie was shown in 1958 and the building had fallen into disrepair. 

     

In 1990, Eureka County began a three year restoration and it was reopened on October 5, 1993.  In 1994, the Eureka Opera House received the National Preservation Honor Award and today the legacy continues as it attracts community gatherings and is a full service convention and Cultural Arts Center.
“It’s our central location and full service reasonably priced convention facility that attracts people for social gathering,” said Wally Cuchine, Opera House director. “Every Memorial Day, we host the Eureka High School alumni.” The Opera House has a full kitchen facility for meeting groups.
Historic elements such as the original projectors from the early days of the silent movies, the first ‘talkies’ projector, and a carbon-arc spot light are on display. The 1924 Oleo curtain still hangs at the front of the stage. Historic graffiti has been preserved back stage from the early days and the tradition has been continued with signatures of the people who have performed at the Eureka Opera House since it was reopened.  Signatures fill the walls in the hallway and stairwell leading from the stage and the Grand Hall to the ground floor.
While the Eureka Opera House is more than 120 years old, its facilities for conventions and meetings are filled with today's conveniences. The historic elegance of the Eureka Opera House, including chandelier, curtain, wood floors and horseshoe balcony, has been preserved and the Grand Hall Auditorium can accommodate 275 people theater style or 250 people seated at banquet tables. The balcony -- one of only two horseshoe shaped balconies in Nevada -- offers permanent seating for 64 people. The auditorium and balcony provide excellent viewing of the full performance stage, making the Grand Hall ideal for banquets, conventions, theatre, music and other events.

The meeting rooms accommodate 50 people seated theatre style or at banquet tables for formal or casual meetings, family reunions, banquets or seminars. Also, the meeting rooms serve as the fine arts gallery for the Opera House's permanent fine arts collection  
Upcoming Cultural Events: 

July 16

Cowboy Celtic

August 6
Gillette Brother’s

September 10
Canconier

October 15
Joni Morris


November 5
Steve Spurgin

December 3
White Pine Players Christmas Show

For more information about Nevada’s Eureka Opera House, please call (775) 237-6006 or visit http://www.co.eureka.nv.us/opera/opera01.htm Eureka is one of six friendly communities along Nevada’s Pony Express Trail Hwy 50. For more information on the Pony Express Territory, please visit www.ponyexpressnevada.com or call 1-888-359-9449.
The Pony Express Territory welcomes the media to its new online press room http://ponyexpressnevada.com/pony-express-media-room.html with exclusive high res photography and fresh story ideas. We’re available to help you tour, customize your story, and more. 

###

Nevada's Pony Express Territory:

Set on 17 million acres of wide open space, Nevada’s Pony Express Territory reveals rugged beauty, rich history, undisturbed nature and black night skies. As the Pony Express celebrates its 150th year, the spectacular Nevada territory is where the Pony Express Trail is connected by Highway 50 now coined "The Loneliest Road in America." Pony Express riders once galloped along this road where now the friendly towns of Dayton, Fallon, Fernley, Austin, Eureka, and Ely welcome visitors. Discover unique charm, ample dining, historic lodging, boutique shopping and Nevada-style gaming. Explore ghost towns, old mines, rock art sites and nature preserves for Old West adventure. There are no waiting lines in Pony Express Territory. Visit www.ponyexpressnevada.com or call 1-888-359-9449.
