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DAYTON IS NEVADA’S FIRST HISTORIC SITE IN SEVERAL CATEGORIES AND PROUDLY LAST IN ANOTHER

First Gold Discovery, Earliest Town Settlement and First China Town Make Dayton’s Cultural Heritage to Nevada Most Notable; Last film site of Marilyn Monroe and Clark Gable  

(Pony Express Territory, Dayton, NV) – In the mid-1800’s, Nevada’s gold and silver strikes captured national attention with Dayton at the heart delivering Nevada's first gold discovery in 1849. A Dayton gold nugget was discovered in Gold Creek, one of the tributaries of the Carson River. Rich in history, Dayton is located 12 miles east of Carson City http://daytonnvhistory.org/ 
In addition to the first gold discovery, the town of Dayton has several other claim-to-fame ‘firsts’ including being the first permanent settlement in Nevada. Disputed by nearby towns in the area, it has proven a concentration of early settlers during the 1860s when the community's population eventually surpassed one hundred and reached a peak of nearly 2,500 in 1865. 

By 1850, miners had settled at the mouth of Gold Canyon working the sand bars deposited over the millennia along the path of Gold Creek. Because many Chinese immigrants eventually lived there, some called the community ‘Chinatown’ hence, Nevada’s first.  In 1861, the town officially adopted the name Dayton, after John Day, a local surveyor.
Old Virginny, one of the prospectors who discovered Virginia City's first silver lode in 1859 is buried in the Dayton Cemetery considered one of the oldest in Nevada.

Today, the Dayton Historic District's quaint aura lures tourists who enjoy stepping back in time. The buildings date to the late 1860s-1890s. Cultural heritage travelers head straight to the historic part of Dayton within the Comstock Historic District and known as Old Town Dayton.  It features a small but impressive main street, the monumental Odeon Hall, and a local museum rich in history which is located in an 1865 schoolhouse. Wells Fargo and Overland Station and the Pony Express Way Station are also located in Old Town. 
“The town was known for being Nevada’s nerve center for milling, dredging, railroading, farming and ranching,” stated long-term local resident and historian Laura Tennant.  “We had large Indian and Italian habitation, the first Chinatown in Nevada and we were the commercial center of the Comstock in mid 1800s,” she continued.  Throughout the 1850s, Dayton served as the commercial hub for miners working in the canyon. Dayton prospered by milling ore, using water from the Carson River.
There is an existing original rock wall of the Pony Express route next to the Union Hotel along with a monument notating its history.  The old stone Schoolhouse Museum on Shady Lane is open weekly and dates back to 1865. The 1875 firehouse and jail has been restored with the Nevada Cultural Affairs Commission's preservation funds. Also underway is the preserving and restoring of the 1881 Carson & Colorado Rail Road Depot which will ultimately to become a visitor's center on U.S. 50 in Dayton. The 1864 courthouse was one of the first in Nevada and the town served as a center of commerce and government.
Old Town has three popular restaurants: Compadres is for tasty quick Mexican food served by a friendly staff; Gold Canyon Steakhouse is more upscale; and there’s J's Bistro featuring Italian specialties, pizza, bar and affordable wine list, located in a historic building with a gold rush general store exterior.
In 1999, the town held the 150th anniversary of the Lincoln Highway which in the1900s was born as a vision of an improved, hard-surfaced road that would stretch almost 3400 miles from coast to coast. The Pioneer Branch of the highway passed through Old Town Dayton to Carson City, the Sierra Nevada, Lake Tahoe, and California. 

As far as claim-to-fame ‘lasts’ go for the Dayton site, it was in 1960 and in Old Town Dayton that Marilyn Monroe and Clark Gable filmed their final movie. The John Huston's film, The Misfits, is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year. There will be a special party to recognize the 50th anniversary of the filming of The Misfits the third week of September over Dayton Valley Days September 18 and 19, 2010.
Rounding out the town of Dayton is a State Park featuring Rock Point Mill which made Dayton famous for being a milling town due to the Carson River.  The Rock Point Mill was built in 1861 and was once used to process rich silver ore from nearby Virginia City.  The Carson River flows through the Dayton State Park offering a wealth of fishing and bird watching.  There is an interpretive trail to study nature along with picnicking and camping. There are also facilities for group events.   

For more information on Dayton, Nevada, please visit City http://daytonnvhistory.org/ and/or call the Dayton Chamber of Commerce at (775) 246-7909. Dayton is one of six friendly communities along Nevada’s Pony Express Trail Hwy 50. For more information on the Pony Express Territory, please visit www.ponyexpressnevada.com or call 1-888-359-9449.
The Pony Express Territory welcomes the media to its new online press room http://ponyexpressnevada.com/pony-express-media-room.html with exclusive high res photography and fresh story ideas. We’re available to help you tour, customize your story, and more. 

###

Nevada's Pony Express Territory:

Set on 17 million acres of wide open space, Nevada’s Pony Express Territory reveals rugged beauty, rich history, undisturbed nature and black night skies. As the Pony Express celebrates its 150th year, the spectacular Nevada territory is where the Pony Express Trail is connected by Highway 50 now coined "The Loneliest Road in America." Pony Express riders once galloped along this road where now the friendly towns of Dayton, Fallon, Fernley, Austin, Eureka, and Ely welcome visitors. Discover unique charm, ample dining, historic lodging, boutique shopping and Nevada-style gaming. Explore ghost towns, old mines, rock art sites and nature preserves for Old West adventure. There are no waiting lines in Pony Express Territory. Visit www.ponyexpressnevada.com or call 1-888-359-9449.
